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SUBJECT: ANGOLA: REPORT ON IMPRISONED MERCENARIES 

1 . THE POREIGN OFPICE HAS PASSED TO US A REPORT PROM 
HMG'S EMBASSY IN ROME WHICH DESCRIBES THE JULY 4 VISIT 
OP ITALIAN AMBASSADOR VECCHI IN LUANDA TO THE SEVEN 
BRITISH MERCENARIES IMPRISONED IN THE ANGOLAN CAPITAL. 

VECCHI ALD SAW THE TWO AMERICAN CAPTIVES. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: VECCHI HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO SEE ALL 7 OP 
THE MERCENARIES INDIVIDUALLY AND NO RESTRICTIONS HAD 
BEEN PLACED ON HIM. ALL LOOKED IN GOOD HEALTH AND WERE 
IN RELATIVELY GOOD SPIRITS GIVEN THE SITUATION THEY WERE 
IN. JOHN NAMMOCK, WHO HAD HAD A BROKEN LEG, WAS NOW 
WALKING ALMOST NORMALLY THOUGH HE STILL APPEARED TO BE 
SUFPERING SOMEWHAT, PROBABLY, VECCHI THOUGHT, FROM THE 
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ALTER EPPECTS OP AN OPERATION ON HIS LEG. 

THE MAIN CONCERN OP ALL OP THEM WAS THAT NONE HAD RE- 
CEIVED EITHER LETTERS OR PARCELS SINCE LAST CHRISTMAS. 

THEIR GREATEST NEEDS WERE TOILETRIES, READING MATERIAL 
AND CIGARETTES. 

VECCHI SAID THAT PRISON CONDITIONS LOOKED QUITE GOOD 
AND CLEAN. ALL 7 PLUS THE TWO AMERICANS WERE IN A SINGLE 
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BUT VERY LARGE, CELL. ALL APPEARED TO HAVE BEEN WELL 
LED. THERE WERE NO COMPLAINTS ABOUT MEDICAL CARE AND ALL 
WERE SATISEIED WITH THE CONDUCT OF THEIR JAILERS. 

VECCHI'S ASSESSMENT OE THE SITUATION WAS THAT ANY 
APPROACH TO IMPROVE THE MEN'S CONDITIONS WOULD HAVE TO 
BE MADE TO THE POLITICAL AUTHORITIES IN LUANDA, SINCE 
THE PRISON AUTHORITIES WERE ALREADY DOING WHAT THEY COULD 
WITHIN THEIR INSTRUCTIONS. VECCHI THOUGHT THAT WE (THE 
BRITISH) SHOULD NOW TRY TO ESTABLISH A DIALOGUE WITH THE 
ANGOLANS. (INTERPRETING VECCHI'S REPORT RACHELE SAID THA 
WHILE HE, VECCHI, WAS QUITE HAPPY TO CONTINUE TO EXER- 
CISE CONSULAR CARE HE DID NOT THINK THAT REQUESTS EROM 
HIM EOR IMPROVEMENTS WOULD CARRY MUCH WEIGHT UNLESS THEY 
WERE ALSO SEEN TO HAVE LONDON'S BACKING.) AS A EIRST 
STEP,VECCHI THOUGHT, IT WOULD BE APPROPRIATE EOR YOU TO 
SEND JORGE A LETTER OE THANKS FOR GRANTING HIM CONSULAR 
ACCESS. THIS IN HIS VIEW WOULD PROVIDE A USEFUL START- 
ING POINT FOR FUTURE CONTACTS. END TEXT 

BREWSTER 
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